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*

Oct11952. “INTERVIEW WHICH MR.S REID AND MISS MATTHEWS HAD WITH THE REV.
D. A. SMITH, OF Vancouver, SEPT. 30TH.”

More discussion of the differences between Canadian-born and China-born Chinese.
Sub-section heading: “Re Chinese Kindergarten”. Excerpt:

“Mr. Smith says that the kindergarten is very important. He says that it is one of the finest
avenues of approach to our Chinese homes. (Many of these homes are still pagan.) Then he
added this: there is no reason why they could not go to the kindergarten set up by the

Board of Education but “Why cut off our nose to spite our face”.
Also more info on the fate of Miss Kong (see previous folder).

*

Fay McTavish off for an extended period due to goiter surgery. Miss Kong helped fill in.
She seems to have been a bit unused to discipline.

*

Letter from Frieda E. Matthews, National Executive Secretary, to Fay McTavish, (addressed
to Room number 504, Private Patients Pavilion, Toronto General Hospital), January 21st,
1952,
Dear Fay ..
Excerpt: “As I read your annual report [ thought of the many ways in which your work has
developed. You mentioned that the kindergarten personnel had changed considerably, yet
that is a part of all the new developments. The fact that the Chinese families are moving
away from that area appears to me to be an indication that more and more they are
being assimilated into the life of Canada. The children will attend schools in those areas,
make friends, and we hope will be taken into the churches in those districts.

Meantime there is a big opportunity for our church, in visiting the homes,
welcoming the new arrivals from China, and in helping a nucleus of faithful church
members.”

*

Transcript of two speeches dated 1951 from L.P. Kan about the work of the YMCI: “WHAT
THE Y.M.C.I CAN DO FOR THE CHINESE” and “SOME WORDS TO OUR YOUNG PEOPLE".
These talk about how children born in Canada to Chinese parents often don’t speak Chinese
well, and do not have the pride in their ancestry and culture that they should have.
Justification for taking Chinese classes, etc. There is also attached an un-dated Christmas
talk “GLIMPSES OF OUR CHINESE MISSION” by L. P. Kan (probably Christmas of 1950,
because it is number page 12 in this series of documents, before the other two speeches
noted here. Photo-copied.
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GLIMPSES OF QUR CHINESE MISSIONW
3y L, -P. Kan

The Chineze Misslion has been growing and maling progress
for some years. Since the change in the Citizenship and Immigration
Lawe of Canada, many newcomerd are found recently, and more are
expecting to come soon. AS many of our friends are interested in
the work we are doing, o.summary will be found useful and opportune.

We have z femlly prayer meetling every Thursday. Some thiriy
people gtiend the meeting which takes place in different families
of the congrezation. The hostess often invites relatives and friends
who heve never hecrd of Christ, or who have no opportunity to attend
the service in the church on Sundays. This meeting mcy help the
femllles to know that Jesus 1ls the Master of the Home, and lesd non-
Christians t¢ hear the Gospel..

4 Choir of about twenty young peonle give Iinz help
to the service every Sunday. They have both English and Chinesge hynn-
books wlth music, The Ladies' Auxilisry has helped in raising funds
for twenty gowns which would be ready by Chrlstmsas.

4 Bazaar of the Chinese Products wes conducted recently to
raise funds for making zowns for the choir, and purchasing a 16 mm
projector for showing scund motion plectures, theot the people may know
the Lord through wvisual education,.

English classce have been formed. to helop the newcomers to
learn Englich throush which they may kno'r the Mestcr, cs the ztudents
are taught the Scriptures and hymns besides the language. They come
every Wednesday to learn English and Bible, and every Sunday to learn
ginging hymns.

A Prayer Meeting has been conducted regularly every Wednes-
day evening without suapension for the whole year with an sttendance
of twenty vpercent of the congregetion.

As we have special mectings %o narkt the different occasions
in the year, as Easter and Good Fridey, liothor'es Day and Father's Day,
the Chinese Nationel Day end Thankegiving Day, wz shall have a joyful
celebrstion on Christmas Day, and Christmas Carole in Christmas Zve
indifferont homes of the church members. A group of twenty or more
young people drl dng 1n two automoblles pay visits to different
homea, singing Christmas songs a8 theoy come, to announce the glad
tidings of the birth of the Prince of Peace,

In conclusion, we hope to have the prayer and guldance of
our friends and of our genlor fellow churches that vc may meke mnmore
edvance in our spiritual progress.
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5T THE Y.4,0.I. Cid DO FOR [HE CHINESE
3y L. ?. Kan

The Y.I11.C,I. is 2 Christian Institute founded by thz Chinese
for the purvose of helping and snlightening theoir own coutrimuen. It
has & long hiztory, oo e are cslebrating ite forty-first anniversary
thig evening.

The Y.M.C.A. 18 & world function establiched in cvery chief
eity of the world., It helps the young men in four different ways;
religiously, educationally, physicaliy, end socially. A0 this Institute
is Tormzd after the wodol of M.M.C.A., it aims also &t thesc Tour polnis
in helping the Chineso.

Every Sunday we have Sunday service in union vith the Chinese
Church. Tae Youns PooplelSociety mecte every other Honday. So the
membars and Fricnéz o this Institute have a chence to join and particl-
pate the nectings =ard roligious services conducted herc. As many of the
members of this Institut. are also wembars of the church, they can joln
in vorship —+ithout éiscr.minatlon. a8 +he Y is a world function, it hes
ne diserininetion to she dcnomination ¢f the Faitl:, @0 e mcuber of any de-
nopination nay coue o wershlp and pray, ~hether he ir o Presbyterien,
or & Baptist, or = Fothesist, or a luthsrien. In fact, os Christlan Falth
is ~iven to the Jows and to fthe Centiles st wcll,,the Church of Christ
in Chine is en cnclgamaton of diflferent denominationz, 5o in China, or
according o the oplnions of the ghineso, there ¢ nec difference of
denominacions, Ther zslons to one Chureh. and thoo iz the Church of Chrilst.
35 the Chiness recidents in thic clty r2 cordl-tiy invited to Join and
participate tho mootlndd o Lov~ hers in this buiiding, cvery Sunday
evening, Usdnesdoy oveilng, wnd oot tae nemen of b o m-mbors covery Thursday
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evening,

Tesides liwsec, o bave ol8o Young People’ linuting overy other
Moncey, cad Women's Soelaiy every Fridor efternoorn. These socictles are
very ootivae snl dLiag oo vork in holp.ng whose lonn Tortunate, and
thote &n nced of Laln.  Shey pay froiuent rigits to losnitalepfpagive
conforte ~nd moad Lo ¥iiomd o Whrac e are in cistoosz ond in el sympothy,
from the reiienous roinl of vicow, lae “pinege are oUoschs or visktors here
in this clity, the AE L omites frowm faelr molherland, ©o they neod thc
kelp snd gynpothy o 4roim Teillow cotntromon. portisularly in tince of
gichness o of Cles g, Want ve san dn here s to gl hclp to fhere
weeople througn iho 1o4c o desu, Chiict, our Lot 1l and Suvicvr.

v heve aeled @ soipose vesident hov long b= hes been here. e
tald me ho red cowz Lo Ooreda for toonty long 7ooIs. "rve you over boen
ce the ehurchy? "o, nc.er,” 1s the nswol, "Have ou cver heard of
Jesus Chri.of? "a~, as one han told me." Now, brathera, ohis is the

point. Taore sve »ony reople vho in tiolr whole 1ir0e Yoy nevor heard
5 cur Lord the Saviour. How con thoy balieve i1 Jegur Chrilst, in Goa.
=8 they hmow nothing of Zaem? Yeor can thoy be 3uaved from theri sins, as
ther hevre no chor e bo c~uifecs sith thelr mouths cr te welieve 1n thelr
nerrts the Lorw Jorus — ohle is what we should do Jor our feollow country-

ren, e can detd them 10 ibo Y, that they mey hsve a chonse to nowyr Jesun.

wa the gcoond place, mony Coincse, who beve zonc to Canadador
thoir living, wors irem oorning w111 nirht, They hove no chanco to stundy.
ney Znow nothing o vwhet 18 going o in Chipe., 8ol «an heve coae Tor

+3 ch

-

o gunerotion, or & S2.10 ~f yzers nove settled down Lo and brouzht up
enl. dron, Thooo, oo thsy are burn ol apought ws in Conadn, are ol COUTSG
Gan B Tiemh, Tae they 2 still chiid. i of Chlnecsc parants
and cuzht The 0Louc3c Jamfurec, both writfou ond spokon, Buv o
far as I Lowe aoch Goaedien-lorn Gilnete, aocst of *ucn ash noi writc
chirnesc Bhorncters, a0l 1 sone con spoall o osunttering ~T Jinpnrfect

Chincse Guilcos. Lo Y, T oungesth, shovld tesci: i theoir anuer-tonilc,
the Chincse langusisgs i s As pot oxoet the Corpdlans oo tomch you Chinesso.
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Perheps eome may say that & Canadian-born Chinese should know English,
28 he will make his living through this international lengusge., Yes, ho
may make his living through the English langusgo, but onyhow he is still
2 Chinese by his ancestors, He may, in the lonz run, go back tn China,
cr he may have intercourse with his follow brsthren in his nativo eountry.
what will he 4o ir he does not know his mother-tonguc? He will have
inconverience in dealing with his relations in kis nother country. 5o
the Y should teach the Canadian-born Chinese theslr mother-tonguc.

Moreover, when the Immgratlon Act has beoen improvod, .1orc nev-
gomere are here dey by day. HMost of these young people sre children of
+hs naturalized Chinese. They have just come from China. They lknow
nothing of English nor the Western clvilization., They may come in touch
with the Canedians or eny English-epcalking poople. How can thcy express
thenselves ond understand others? It 1s the Y whiech should take up the
rosnonslbility to teach them English, Sc through the Y, the naturalilzed
Chinesc ney loern the Chinese language, and the new-couers may lesrn
English. The Y is & medium betwcen thege two.

As tho Y.M.C.I. has such 2 long history, I hope 1t will ronder
the Chinesc any aesistonce 1t can.

Delivered at the lemorial Scrvice of
the #lst Anniversary of the ¥.u.C.1.
April 15th,1951

SCME WORDS TO OUR YQUNG PEOrLE

I an very glad that I have this opportunity to spcak to you
this ovening..Lot me thank the Ghairman for giving me this privilcege.
I sppreeciste very nuch thic work you have donc here, especiolly the held
you have ziven to the church by joining the choir.

8o far as I know, most of you are born hero in Censda fromn
Chinesc parentd. So by birth you are Canadians, but by rece end ances-
try or lineage you are Chinesc. You arec feortunate cnough to be brought
up end educated as Canadians, you learn English as your nother-tongue,
wou alsc learn Canadian history and geography, as you arc naturslized
28 Canadian citizens. But learn a lesson fron the Japonese. Whowever
they Zo, they 8till Zeep tholr own language and clvilization. Thelr
shildren ere teaught their mother-tonsue and know thelr own history and
geography. The Chinese are able people and are found almasst in any part
5f the world. They have done much in commercial and labcuring life, az
neny ere prosperoug mnerchonts and able workers, sSome have donc much in
selcnee and in other courses of study. So in point of ¥nowledzc and
inteliigence they arc not bchind thelr forelgn brothers., Then they arc
brought up cnd educated here, as I have sald before, thoy casily forget
or pey no attentlon to thelr own mether-tongue, history orv soosrenhy.
If they live Torever in foreisn lands, it 1s alright cven thoy forzet
everzithing of their fatherland. But anyhow they arc Chincse ond noy
zo back to China socmer or later. Thcy will focel inconvenicnt or oven
shoneful if they do not know thelr own language. 8o in the first ploce
I suggest overy Chinese young man or wonon who was born here should
Jderrn the Chincce writton lanfuage besides the spolken. Az you linow,
*he Chincsc writteon lsnmuage is different from the spekon. In spoaking
you may porhape leoarn or cnpy from your parents o older brothors or

—



or sisters. They, howcver, may not be able, or hove no time Lo fteach you
to resd or writc the Chinese charsctcrs. You should have a class under
an expcrienced teacher to teach you the Chineso written langmage, thot
you may feel no inconvenience in reading and writing. I do not expoct
you to be great wrilters in shapling beautiful characters as the 0ld
Chinesc scholars did, but at loast you ore able to cxppess your idesn when
you have & chance to writc 1o your cousin or your friend in Chins,

In the second plece,your ancestors heve, 1n o period of several
thouserd long years, achloved much in the pest, What thoy have donc in
thair retive land, and whet they have done in forcign countries ney glve
you inspirstion to be better citizene. It is gnod to 'tnow thelr echlcove-
ments snd decds in the past. Some mey desnise their o'n breothren and
say thete are baclkward people who cen do nothing good. Ne, net so. Qur
ancesteors hed meny inventlons. Our modern weapons and &rms bacoilc
offective fron gunpowder. Tell me, who invented the gunpowder. It wes
a Chinegc. Sailing in en sndleess ocoun in a liner, or flyling in the
wide, wide 2ir in a plancz, how do you know the direcctinn-without a
compass? Aut tell ae, who wes tho first to use the compass. It wos,
rlso, & Chincse. Knowledze le spread by books, and the circulstion of
boolis dopends upon printing. Without pringiing, you cennot let people
now or publish a ceprtaih svent in milllcens of coples o8 what we do in
nodern jeournalisn. Tell vg who invenvod the art of purinting. It was,
ezain, a Chihese, The Chinese inven*teod thesc instruconts of civiiiza-
tion, the whitc men copled thom and inproved them, and becane far .iore
rdvenccd then we. Af wo have alreedy the genius of invention, we can
das the sautc or oven bettor than the wihlte people do. Yo have a reoord
of Brillisnt hiatory, so o should know our history which innplirss us
very auch, *

Horenver, our fotiaers were tern in 2 country wliose arce is lerncr
than thot of Groot Britis» and her colonics conbined, China has 2 popu-
letion equal to that of S.viet Ruesis or that of Indls,

Do you know the nutural features of China? The topography of
ghina? The other day I wes =2 witnesg of o certaln Chinese wonan who
aslod snother where gho hod come from. ‘fhe latter toldé her thet she hed
come from Swatow. The lody was so stunned that che eeked in whet pard
AT the world is Swotow, and seid that she had never heerd of thet city.
Sho sven had not the slightost idcae that Swetow 1. in Chine, in Kwveng-
tung,not far from the city where she mas born. Sho lnows »nly such
citics as Montreal, or Otiowe, but nob such as Shenghail, Nenking or
Fonehow. What rivers arc there in Kinngsu? What products ond what
cxports are there 1n Kwangtung? Whet minerals arc therc in Yunnan
or in Kweichow? How arc the rallwey:s, rivers, or transportatinsn in
difforont provineces of China? What nountains and what well known plecas
of scenery you can neme? Theso are 2ll very Intoresting ond inportiont.
As wo are Chinese, wo chould know the gcography of Chine,

In conclusion, vhat I would 1lke tec say ig:
Do not forget thot you are Chinoss;

Do not_despise your cm culturc; and

Try to loarn, if poséible, the bect iLhat 1s in Chinz.

Lt 2.X.P.5

April 16th, 1951,
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